
50th Annual Governor’s Local Issues Conference 
August 20, 2026 

Water & Sewer Infrastructure Planning
Investing in the Future of Your Community 



• For the next natural disaster

• For economic growth

• For maintaining quality water & sewer service

• Kentucky needs $8.2 billion for drinking water & $6.2 billion for 
sewer infrastructure over the next 20 years 

Is your community ready? 



• 401 KAR 4:220 

• Counties develop, update, & implement plan

• Contents:

➢ Water resources inventory

➢ 20-year demand projections, 

➢ ID potential contamination sources 

➢ Management strategies 

• Division of Water implementation

Water Supply Plan 



• Executive Order 96-1339
• Assessed water & sewer utilities
• Developed strategic plan to improve water service 

Water Resource Development 



n

▪ In 1999 
o 678 public drinking water systems 
o Nearly 85% of Kentuckians received water from a public drinking water system



Utility Challenges
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• KRS 224A.300

• KIA shall implement a program for infrastructure, security, & safety of 
water & sewer systems

• KIA shall manage the Water Resource Information System (WRIS)

• WRIS data shall be updated at least annually 

• Utilities using KIA funds shall provide current information regarding the 
technical, managerial, and financial aspects of the system

Provision of Water Service 



• KRS 224A.302 

• Established by Area Development District (ADD)

• Boundaries determined by geography, topography, & potential integration 
of existing water systems 

Water Management Areas



• KRS 151.601

• County & Multicounty 

• ADDs hold quarterly meetings for chairpersons 

• Develop regional service strategies                                                                                       
consistent with KRS 224A.300 

Water Management Planning Council 
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• KRS 151.603 

• Develop a plan consistent with:
➢ Long-term water supply plan (KRS 151.115)
➢ Water supply planning process (KRS 151)

• Council shall implement water 
supply planning process

Function of Planning Council 
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• KRS 151.605

• AKA Water Management Coordinator

• Employed by ADD

• Planning Representative – implements planning process (KRS 151.603)

• KIA supplements funding for one (1) position per ADD

• Accomplish purposes in KRS 224A.300

• System visits (Annual) 

• Water Management Plan 

Water Service Coordinator 



• Shall include: 
– Strategy for improving reliability & resiliency 
– Strategy for unserved & underserved areas 
– Needs Forecast (5-year increments)

– Consideration of merger, consolidation, and management  

• Shall be consistent with Long-term Water Supply Plan 

• Achieve purpose of KRS 224A.300

Water & Wastewater Management Plan



• KRS 151.607

• ADD reviews & prioritizes Planning Councils’ plans for water service 

• Factors to be considered:
➢ Benefit to current & potential customer base
➢ Adequacy, dependability, cost-effectiveness
➢ Consolidation/merger of management or operations for efficiency & 

affordability 

Prioritization of Planning Council Plans



• Provide technical support to the Water Management Councils

• Administer Loan Programs for eligible infrastructure projects

• Administer Grants identified by the General Assembly, including water 
and sewer projects 

• Maintain the Water Resource Information System (WRIS) and

KIA Primary Functions  



Projects

• Construction or acquisition of treatment works, distribution facilities, water resources  

• Carrying out the purposes set in KRS 224A.300 

Borrowers – Governmental Agencies 
• City

• County

• Water and Sewer/Sanitation District

• Water Association

• Water Commission

Eligibility 



• Clean Water State Revolving Fund (Fund A) - Federal 
 
• Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (Fund F) - Federal

 
• Infrastructure Revolving Fund (Fund B) - State

• Governmental Agencies Program (Fund C) - State 

• Water & Wastewater Assistance for Troubled or Economically Restrained Systems - State 
    

KIA Programs 



CWSRF Funding Cliff

$0

$10,000,000

$20,000,000

$30,000,000

$40,000,000

$50,000,000

$60,000,000

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

Federal Grants 

Base Supplemental Emerging Contaminants



DWSRF Funding Cliff
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SRF Program Demand



• Contact ADD Water Management Coordinator
• Pre-Application Form

– Project description/need
– Budget
– Project schedule
– Detailed project info

• WRIS Project Profile

Getting Started 



Asset Management Planning 
• EPA Best Practices Guide

• Maintaining desired level of                                                                                                 
service at lowest lifecycle cost 

https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPdf.cgi?Dockey=P1000LP0.txt
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPdf.cgi?Dockey=P1000LP0.txt


WRIS Portal 



WRIS – System Data 



WRIS System Data – Operations & Management 



WRIS System Data – Fiscal Attributes 



WRIS System Data – Planning 



WRIS System Data – Asset Management 



WRIS System Data – Maintenance 



WRIS System Data – Projects 



WRIS Project Profiles 



WRIS Project Profiles 



Project Profile – Narrative 



Project Profile – Applicant 



Project Profile – Administration 



Project Profile – Budget & Schedule 



Project Profile – Impacts 



Project Profile – Components 



Project Profile – Sustainable Infrastructure



Project Profile – Audit 



WRIS System Data - Mapping



n

▪  Now
o 433 public drinking water systems 
o Nearly 98% of Kentuckians receive water from a public drinking water system



Russell Neal
Kentucky Infrastructure Authority 

502-892-3030
russells.neal@ky.gov 

Thank you 

mailto:Russells.neal@ky.gov
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