DEPARTMENT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
FY 2010 GRANT APPLICATION

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION (FHWA) 
FEDERAL AID PROGRAM

Recreational Trails Program Information/Guidelines
The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a federal-aid assistance program to help the states develop and maintain trails for both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail use.  The program provides for all kinds of recreational trail uses such as walking, jogging, hiking, bicycling, and/or mountain biking, in-line skating, equestrian uses, off-road motorcycling, all terrain vehicle (ATV), four-wheel driving, or using other off-road motorized vehicles.  Each state develops its own procedures to solicit and select projects for funding in response to recreational trail needs within the state.

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) authorized the RTP.  The RTP replaced the original National Recreational Trails Funding Program authorized by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and amended by the National Highway System Designation Act of 1995.

States are eligible to receive funds from the RTP only if they designate the agency and official who will be responsible for the program within the state and create a Trails Advisory Board on which both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail users are represented.

Accordingly, The Governor of Kentucky designated the Department for Local Government (DLG) as the state agency responsible for administering the RTP and that the Commissioner of DLG, will serve as the principal official to coordinate with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  The Commissioner has assigned the administrative duties for the program to DLG’s Community Enhancement Branch.

The state provide funds received under the RTP as grants to federal, state, local government agencies, and nonprofit corporations after considering guidance from the KYTAB regarding uses consistent with the enabling legislation.  A nonprofit corporation must be registered with the Secretary of State and must have 501(c)(3) or 501 (c)(6) status with the Internal Revenue Service.  The contribution by applicants may consist of state and local funds, force account, and donations.  Certain federal funds can be used to match RTP grants.  The funding ratio and matching requirements are as follows:

· $5,000 - $100,000
50/50 match for all applicants – You have to match what you request.

As you plan your project, please keep in mind that you must:

1. Provide all information requested.

2. Submit or request an update from the State Clearinghouse

3. Address project rating criteria to the best of your ability
4. Submit your project application on time, and 
5. Have read the LPA Guide 
DLG staff will review and score the applications, KYTAB will make funding recommendations.  The Commissioner of DLG will make project selections based on these recommendations.  The selected projects will be included in DLG’s application to the FHWA for final federal approval.   After receipt of FHWA approval, DLG will send the grant recipient a memorandum of agreement that must be signed by an appropriate official of the agency or nonprofit corporation and returned to DLG.  

Questions concerning this program and/or process can be directed to:


Jodie McDonald


Department for Local Government


Office Federal Grants


Community Enhancement Branch


1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340


Frankfort, Kentucky 40601


1-800-346-5606, ext. 222.


Jodie.Mcdonald@ky.gov 

Notification of Project Approval or Disapproval

All applicants will be notified of project approval or disapproval.  Projects receiving approval will be included in DLG’s application to the FHWA for funding.  All federal aid projects must be in accordance with applicable Federal and State laws and regulations.
RECOMMENDED MINIMUM TRAIL STANDARDS CHART




Surface Width
Trail





Length

Single Use
2 Feet

Motorized 
4-6 Feet
10 Miles

Shared Use
8-10 Feet
1 Mile Plus

Hiking

2-5 Feet
4 Miles Plus

Equestrian
2-5 Feet
4 Miles Plus

Mountain Biking
2 Feet
2 Miles

Back Packing
2-4 Feet
10 Miles Plus

PERMISSIBLE/NONPERMISSIBLE USES

Permissible Uses – A grant recipient may use RTP monies for:

1. Construction of new trails on state, county, municipal or private lands, where a recreational need for such construction is shown; and

2. Development of trailside and trailhead facilities;

3. Maintenance of existing recreational trails;

4. Restoration of areas damaged by usage of recreational trails and back country terrain;

5. Development of urban trail linkages near homes and workplaces;

6. Provision of features that facilitate the access and use of trails by persons with disabilities;

7. Acquisition of easements for trails or for trail corridors identified in a state trail plan;

8. Acquisition of fee simple title to property from a willing seller, when the objective of the acquisition cannot be accomplished by acquisition of an easement or by other means;

9. Planning costs may be part of an overall application, but cannot exceed 5 percent of total project costs.

10. Only as otherwise permissible, and where necessary and required by a statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan (SCORP), construction of new trails crossing federal lands, where such construction is approved by the administering agency of the state and the federal agency or agencies charged with management of all impacted lands, such approval to be contingent upon compliance by the federal agency with all applicable laws, including the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.), the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974, as amended (16 U.S.C. 16 et seq), and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq); and

11. Rental equipment for the recreational trails.

Non-Permissible Uses – A grant recipient may not use RTP monies for:

1. Condemnation of any kind of interest in property;

2. Construction of any recreational trail on National Forest System land for motorized uses unless such lands

· Have been allocated for uses other than wilderness by an approved agency resource management plan or have been released to uses other than wilderness by an Act of Congress, and

· Such construction is otherwise consistent with the management direction in such approved land and resource management plan;

3. Upgrading, expanding or otherwise facilitating motorized use or access to trails predominantly used by non-motorized trail users, and on which, as of May 1, 1991 motorized use is either prohibited or has not occurred.

4. Construction of sidewalks unless the sidewalk is needed to link trails; and

5. Purchase of equipment such as lawn mowers, weed eaters, gators, vehicles, tools, etc.

6. Master plans/feasibility studies.  

FINANCIAL POLICY

Recreational Trails Program Mandates

The RTP mandates that not less than 30 percent of the monies received annually shall be reserved for uses relating to motorized recreation and not less than 30 percent shall be reserved for uses relating to non-motorized recreation.  To ensure diversified trail use, the remaining 40 percent may be used for both motorized and non-motorized uses but preference will be given to projects with the greatest number of compatible recreational purposes and/or that which provide for recreation corridor sharing to accommodate motorized and non-motorized recreational trails.  The RTP also permits the state to use up to 7 percent of the monies received annually for administrative costs and 5 percent for education/safety program.

DLG Financial Management Plan

Upon receipt of notification to the state by the FHWA, DLG shall allocate the annual apportionment as follows:

· 7 percent for DLG administrative support cost

The balance of the annual apportionment shall be allocated as follows:

· 30 percent for non-motorized trail purposes;

· 30 percent for motorized trail purposes; and

· 35 percent for both non-motorized and motorized trail use with preference given to the greatest number of compatible uses and recreational corridor sharing.

· 5 percent for education/safety program.  The focus of the proposed project is public safety and public education/awareness.

Eligible Applicants

· U.S. Forest Service






· National Park Service

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

· Corps of Engineers

· Tennessee Valley Authority

· Kentucky Department of Parks

· Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

· Kentucky Nature Preserve Commission

· Kentucky Division of Forestry

· Kentucky River Authority

· City and County Government

· Nonprofit Corporations

PROGRESS REPORTS, CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION REPORTS AND RECORD RETENTION

Project Progress Reports

All grant recipients shall submit Quarterly Progress Reports; reports shall be submitted by the 15th day of the month following the last day of each calendar quarter (i.e. January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15).

The report is located on DLG’s web site (www.dlg.ky.gov) download page under Recreational Trails Program.  

Construction Inspection Reports

DLG and FHWA representatives will conduct project inspections.

Deficiencies, if any, shall be corrected and reported in writing to DLG.

Record Retention

All program and financial records shall be retained by the grant recipient until officially audited by the state or for a period of three years after the final close-out date, whichever occurs last.

At a minimum, the following records shall be maintained and made available for audit:

· Payroll register by pay period showing names, hours worked, hourly rate, benefits, deductions, gross pay, and net pay;

· Time sheets signed by both employees and their respective supervisors;

· Invoices for purchased materials.

· Invoices for all design and construction costs;

· Each invoice shall have the date paid and check number indicated on it;

· Cancelled checks or copies thereof or bank statements; and

· Bid documentation if project materials and construction are competitively bid.
COST SHARING AND REIMBURSEMENT

Cost Sharing Provision

Grant recipients will be required to contribute 50 percent of the total project costs.  This contribution can be general fund cash, force account (the performance of work on a project with the forces and resources of the project sponsor, including personal services, equipment, and materials), and/or donations (the performance of work on a project with the funds and resources of donations of cash, land, labor, equipment, and materials).  

Volunteer labor is minimum wage $7.25.  Children volunteer labor is $7.25.  Skilled/Certified volunteer labor is what they normally would charge to perform the skilled/certified labor

Reimbursement Guidelines

This is a reimbursement program: therefore, the grant recipient must pay for eligible project items or document force account before submitting a request for reimbursement.  The value of donations, if applicable to the project, cannot be reimbursed as a stand alone item, but it is to be documented and submitted for the purposes of establishing total project costs and helping to meet the cost sharing provision.

A request for reimbursement may not be submitted to DLG for less than 25 percent of the total grant amount.  The final 25 percent of the total grant amount will be withheld until the project is completed and inspected by DLG or its representative.  The project needs to be completed and final reimbursement request sent to DLG prior to project expiration date.  If a request is submitted after the expiration date, it will cause a delay in receiving reimbursement.

Reimbursement will be made only for those items that were listed in the project application and in the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), and any subsequent approved amendments.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Project Title and Location.  Provide the official name of the project, its address and location. (Page 11)

2. Project Sponsor Name and Address.  Provide the name, address, telephone/fax numbers, and email address of the organization or agency sponsoring the project, if different from the project name and address. (Page 11)

3. Contact Person.  Provide the name, address, telephone/fax numbers, and email address of the individual to be contacted should questions arise regarding the proposed project or grant pre-application. (Page 11)

4. City/County Served by Project.  List the city and county to be served by the project. (Page 11) 

5. GPS Coordinates of the Project.  List GPS Lat/Long coordinates by Degrees, Minutes, Seconds, Direction. (Page 11)

6. Congressional District(s).  List the District(s) impacted by the project. (Page 11)

7. Area Development District(s). List the Area Development District(s) in which the project is located. (Page 11)

8. Open RTP Projects.  List any open RTP projects that the applicant has not closed out (Page 11)

9. Funding.  Define the total project budget.  Please also include a detailed budget. (Page 15)
10. Project Description.  Describe in detail the project activities and what will be accomplished. (Page 14)

11. Project Operation and Maintenance. Describe who will perform long term operation & maintenance.   (Page 14) 

12. Signatures.  Provide name and signature of the Authorized Representative. (Page 22)

13. Environmental.  Provide an Environmental Assessment and complete the Environmental Information Sheet. (Page 21)

14. Education and Safety.  Provide information if you will address education and/or safety issues with the proposed project.  (Page 14)

15. Project Justification.  Please describe in detail as it relates to the project selection criteria. (Pages 16 - 17)

16. Project Selection Criteria Point System.  The scoring criteria for the Recreational Trails Program.         (Pages 23-27)

17. State Clearinghouse Intergovernmental Review Process.  Go to the State Clearinghouse website and complete the on-line process for review.  If you submitted the same project last year, request an update from the State Clearinghouse instead of a full review.  Please contact Lee Nalley at 1-800-346-5606 if you have any questions or concerns.  You must have submit or receive an update from the State Clearinghouse for your project to be eligible for funding.  

18. Support Documentation.  

· Transmittal letter signed by the agency head or designee (Federal, State, Local Agencies)

· Transmittal letter signed by the agency head of the organization (Nonprofit Organizations)

· Resolution passed by the appropriate governing body authorizing the submission of the project application.

· Copy of a list of those who attended the Public Meeting regarding this trail project.

· If the project is proposed on public land a signed statement from the public land manager is required.  

· If grant funds are to be used to accommodate motorized use on trails, please submit a signed statement by the applicant that the trails have not been predominately used by non-motorized trail users prior to May 1, 1991.

· Location Map and Site Plan.

· Copy of deed or lease to show land ownership.

· Letter from your MPO if applicable.

· Pictures

· LPA Certification

19. Submission of Applications.   An original and two copies should be submitted to the DLG Office of Federal Grants at the following address.  Contact information for assistance with the application process is listed below:

RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

Department for Local Government

1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340

Frankfort, KY 40601

Contact:  Jodie McDonald at 1-800-346-5606

Email Address:  Jodie.mcdonald@ky.gov  

SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION CHECKLIST

1.
TRANSMITTAL LETTER






     
2.
RESOLUTION







     
3.
STATEMENT OF MOTORIZED TRAILS



     
4.
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE –FEDERAL AGENCIES

     
5.
STATEMENT – U.S. FOREST SERVICE



     
6.
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT – NONPROFIT CORPORATION
     
7. 
ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW AND ASSESSMENT

     
8.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE STATEMENT


     
9.
DETAILED COST ESTIMATE





     
10.
LOCATION MAP







     
11.
SITE PLAN HIGHLIGHTING TRAILS




     
12.
SITE CONTROL EVIDENCE – DEED




     
13.
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW ( REQUIRED)


     
14.
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION





     
15.
PHOTOGRAPHS







     
16.
SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION FROM THE MPO


     

(Metropolitan Planning Organization) (If Applicable)

DEPARTMENT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

FY 2010 GRANT APPLICATION

	For DLG Use Only
	SCORE

	Project Number
	


CLASSIFICATION OF PROJECT APPLICANT (Check one)
	Federal



	PROJECT TITLE:      


	PROJECT ADDRESS/LOCATION:      



APPLICANT 
	Name
     
	Agency
     
	Telephone Number

     
	E-mail address

      

	Street or P. O. Box

     
	City

     
	County

     
	State

KY
	ZIP Code

     


CONTACT PERSON
	Name

     
	Firm/Agency

     
	Telephone Number

     
	E-mail address

      

	Street or P. O. Box

     
	City

     
	County

     
	State

KY
	ZIP Code

     


PROJECT LOCATION – CITY/COUNTY
	     



	GPS Coordinates (degrees/min/sec/dir)
     
	Project Period  

From:       To:        


	Congressional District

     
	Area Development District

 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	


Is there an open RTP project that is not closed out?  
No

Yes

TYPE OF PROJECT (Check all that apply)

Construction of New Trails




     
Development of Trailside and Trailhead Facilities


Maintenance of Existing Recreational Trails



Restoration of Areas Damaged by Usage of 

Recreational Trails and Back Country Terrain


Development of Urban Trail Linkages Near Home/Work 

Provision of Features Which Facilitate the Access and

Use of Trails by Persons with Disabilities



Acquisition of Easement or Property from Willing Seller

TRAIL INFORMATION
Length of Trail (New)






Width of Trail (New)






Length of Trail (Existing)





Width of Trail (Existing)





Composition of Trail Surface (New)




Owner of Land within Trail Corridor




Availability of Similar Trails within Applicant’s

Jurisdiction (give miles)





Actual Linkage to Other Trails (Check One)

Yes

No

INTENDED USE (Check One)

Non-Motorized Single Use





Motorized Single Use






Combination of Non-Motorized




Combination of Motorized





Combination Non-Motorized/Motorized



TYPE OF USE (Check all that apply)

Walking/Jogging/Hiking





Overnight and Long Distance Backpacking



Bicycling and/or Mountain Biking




In-Line Skating/Skate Boarding




Equestrian Activities






Access for Canoeing, Kayaking, or Rafting



Motorcycling







Four Wheel Drive or All Terrain Off-Road Vehicles


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Attach a separate sheet if necessary)
	     


OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE (Attach a separate sheet if necessary)
	     


EDUCATION AND SAFETY

	


PROPOSED FUNDING: Please include a detailed budget with the application.
RTP Grant Request ($5,000-$100,000)









+

Applicant’s Contribution (50% match)









=

Total Project Cost





FINANCING

Include all funding amounts and sources.  Please complete and specify whether funds are Approved, Pending, or Currently Under Negotiation. 
GENERAL FUND





FORCE ACCOUNT


Labor







Equipment






Materials





DONATIONS


Cash







Land







Labor







Equipment






Materials





OTHER FUNDS





TOTAL (must equal applicant contribution)

If your application consists of both motorized & non-motorized; please submit separate budgets for each trail use.
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION
1.
Describe the degree to which the project provides and/or improves recreational trail length to accommodate motorized and/or non-motorized uses.
	



2.
Describe the degree to which project provides and/or improves the greatest number of safe and compatible recreational purposes including, but not limited to, those used for recreational purposes such as (A) walking/jogging or hiking, (B) overnight and long distance backpacking, (C) bicycling (D) mountain biking, (E) in-line skating/skate boarding, (F) equestrian activities, (G) access for canoeing, kayaking, or rafting and travel by (H) motorcycle, four-wheel drive, or all-terrain off road vehicles.

	



3.
Describe the degree to which project provides and/or improves trail opportunity by persons with disabilities, older citizens, economically disadvantaged and other special populations or groups.


	



4.
Describe the degree to which project meets a goal and/or implements a strategy of a local or regional plan.
	



5.
Describe the degree of citizen involvement in proposal conception and implementation.
	



6.
Describe the degree to which project actually ties into other trails, greenways, or scenic corridors, and/or designated natural, cultural, historical, and recreation areas.
	



7.
Describe the degree to which donations and/or force account contributions will be used to accomplish the project.
	



8.
Describe the degree to which the project plans to include signs, maps, brochures, audio or video aids, and other media to educate trail users on trail rules, courtesy to other trail users, and/or the protection and interpretation of the natural and cultural resources within the trail corridor.
	



U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE 

In accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is providing the following information for consideration when applying for Recreational Trail Program (RTP) Funding.  In addition, the Service is requesting that the questions in the “Environmental Information” section of the application be completed in their entirety.  This information is needed to streamline the review process and ensure that potential adverse affects to federally listed species are adequately addressed.

In general, the Service is concerned that aspects of proposed actions that will require soil disturbance(s) may accelerate erosion and sedimentation in streams, resulting in adverse effects to the aquatic environment.  The use of heavy equipment to move earth and existing vegetation disrupts natural drainage patterns and exposes large areas of disturbed soil to erosion.  Excessive sedimentation can clog stream channels and contribute to increase flooding.  It can also increase water temperatures and cause oxygen demands that can damage or destroy fish and invertebrate populations.  Deposition of sediment on the channel bottom also degrades aquatic habitat by filling in substrate cavities, burying demersal eggs, and smothering bottom organisms.  In addition, turbidity, as induced by accelerated erosion and sedimentation, results in further damage to aquatic systems.  Increased particulate matter suspended in the water column may drive fish from the polluted area by irritating the gills, concealing forage, and/or destroying vegetation that may be essential for spawning and cover habitat for particular species.  Turbidity also degrades water quality by reducing light penetration, pH and oxygen levels, and the buffering capacity of the water.  Degraded water quality may continue far downstream from the point where the erosion occurs.

Prevention of excessive sedimentation can occur only through application of Best Management Practices during daily construction activities.  Rigid application of construction erosion control standards can preclude most sedimentation problems.  In some cases, however, additional measures may need to be taken by on-site inspectors and construction representatives that are trained in erosion and sediment control methods.  We request that project proponents consider having an inspector on-site during all construction activities to ensure that work areas are stabilized on a daily or regular basis.

We also recommend that project plans be developed to avoid impacting wetland areas, streams, and/or other related aquatic resources and reserve the right to review any required federal or state permits at the time of public notice issuance.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to assist in determining if wetlands and/or other jurisdictional waters are present or if a permit is required for the proposed activities.

Due to the nature of, location, and construction/maintenance methods associated with recreational trails, we believe that: (1) forested areas in the vicinity of and on the project area may provide potentially suitable summer roosting and foraging habitat for the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis); and (2) caves, rockshelters, and abandoned underground mines in the vicinity of and on the project area may provide potentially suitable winter/year round roosting habitat for the Indiana bat and/or other federally listed bat species.  Our belief that potentially suitable habitat may be present, and possibly occupied is based on the natural ranges of federally listed bat species known to occur in Kentucky, and our knowledge of the life history characteristics of these species.

The Indiana bat utilizes a wide array of forested habitats, including riparian forests, bottomlands, and uplands for both summer foraging and roosting habitat.  Indiana bats typically roost under exfoliating bark (e.g., shagbark hickory), in cavities of dead and live trees, and in snags (i.e., dead trees or dead portions of live trees).  Trees in excess of 16 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) are considered optimal for maternity colony roosts, but trees in excess of 9 inches DBH appear to provide suitable maternity roosting habitat.  Male Indiana bats have been observed roosting in trees as small as 3 inches DBH.

Prior to hibernation, Indiana bats utilize the forest habitat around the hibernacula, where they feed and roost until temperatures drop to a point that forces them into hibernation.  This "swarming" period lasts, depending on weather conditions in a particular year, from about September 15 to about November 15.  This is a critical time for Indiana bats, since they are acquiring additional fat reserves and mating prior to hibernation.  Research has shown that bats exhibiting this “swarming” behavior will range up to five miles from chosen hibernacula during this time.  For hibernation, the Indiana bat prefers limestone caves, sandstone rockshelters, and abandoned underground mines with stable temperatures of 39 to 46 degrees F and humidity above 74 percent but below saturation. 

Because we have concerns relating to this species on these types of projects and due to the lack of occurrence information available on this species throughout Kentucky, we have the following recommendations relative to Indiana bats.  

1. Based on the presence of numerous caves, rockshelters, and underground mines within Kentucky, we believe that it is reasonable to assume that other caves, rockshelters, and/or abandoned underground mines may occur within the project area, and, if they occur, they could provide winter habitat for Indiana bats.  Therefore, we recommend that the project proponent survey the project area for caves, rockshelters, and underground mines, identify any such habitats that may exist on-site, and avoid impacts to those sites pending an analysis of their suitability as Indiana bat habitat by this office.  If none of these types of habitat are present and/or are proposed to be impacted then no further winter habitat assessment is required.

2. Manipulate the proposed project to avoid removal of trees and/or forested blocks that are described above as being suitable for Indiana bat summer roosting habitat.

3. If the previous recommendation can not be accomplished, then we recommend that the project proponent only remove trees within the project area between October 15 and March 31 in order to avoid impacting summer roosting Indiana bats.  However, if any Indiana bat hibernacula are identified on the project area or are known to occur within 10 miles of the project area, we recommend that tree removal occur between November 15 and March 31 in order to avoid impacting Indiana bat “swarming” behavior.  The project proponent should identify if tree clearing restrictions are being accepted as part of the RTP application.

If these recommendations cannot be accomplished and/or it is determined that suitable habitat for federally listed species occurs within the project area, surveys should be conducted within the project area to determine the presence or absence of federally listed species in an effort to determine if potential impacts to federally listed species are likely.  A qualified biologist who holds the appropriate collection permits for the species must undertake such surveys, and we would appreciate the opportunity to approve the biologist’s survey plan prior to the survey being undertaken and to review all survey results, both positive and negative.  If any federally listed species are identified, we request written notification of such occurrence(s) and further coordination and consultation with you.

Surveys would not be necessary if sufficient site-specific information was available that showed: (1) that there is no potentially suitable habitat within the project area or its vicinity or (2) that the species would not be present within the project area or its vicinity due to site-specific factors. Information provided in the environmental sections of the RPT application will assist us in our review to determine the necessity of surveys; therefore, it is imperative that these sections are completed and provide the appropriate amount of project detail.

If you have questions regarding the information that we have provided, please contact the US Fish and Wildlife Service in writing at 330 West Broadway, Room 265, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601.    
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

Does the proposed project require the removal (cutting/clearing) of any trees, living and/or dead, larger than sapling size?  If so, please provide an estimation of amount of habitat removal and the time of year when habitat would be removed.
	     



Are there any caves, sinkholes, mine portals, and/or rock shelters within the project limits or adjacent to the proposed project area?  If yes, does the project require disturbance of such habitat?  Explain.
	     



Does the proposed project require any perennial stream crossings such as a footbridge, culvert, or in-stream mat/rock material?  If yes, discuss construction plan and sediment/erosion control measures.
	     



What type of habitats (forested, recreational areas, open grassed urban areas, etc.) currently exists within or adjacent to the proposed project area.  Please describe any disturbances associated with the project construction and/or maintenance which may potentially impact vegetation on site (e.g. excavation, fill material for building sites, conversion of natural areas to parking areas, herbicide use, heavy equipment staging areas, etc.).
	     



Please provide, if not already incorporated within the application, a 7.5 minute USGS topographical map depicting the site and name of the map (quad name); any other site plan depicting specifics of the proposed project.  In addition, please identify on attached maps the above impact areas, if any, associated with the proposed project.

Please provide pictures of the proposed site of what the photo is depicting. 

Please provide a copy of an Environmental Assessment (EA) with the application.

NAME AND SIGNATURE OF THE AGENCY PARK MANAGER (If applicable)
___________________________________                ______     ____________________

                         Signature                                                                                                   Title
_____     _____________________                      ___     __________________________

                         Name Typed                                                                                            Date
NAME AND SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.


     



     
     
NAME AND SIGNATURE OF THE APPLICANTS LPA ADMINISTRATOR
____________________________________              ___________________________________

                        Signature                                                                                                             Title
                                                                              
____________________________________              ___________________________________
                    Name Typed                                                                                                                             Date
PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA

POINT SYSTEM

1. TRAIL LENGTH
Describe how the proposed project provides for and/or improves recreational trail length to accommodate motorized and/or non-motorized uses. 

Key Consideration:  The most important concern is the length of the proposed trail.

Points

15 
Project involves 5 or more miles of trail.

10
Project involves 3 – 5 miles of trail.


8
Project involves 1 - 3 miles of trail.


4
Project involves 1 mile or less of trail and/or trailhead facilities.

2. TYPES OF TRAIL USE

Describe the degree to which project provides and/or improves the greatest number of safe and compatible recreational purposes including, but not limited to, those used for recreational purposes such as (A) walking/jogging/hiking, (B) overnight and long distance backpacking, (C) bicycling  (D) mountain biking, (E) in-line skating/ skate boarding, (F) equestrian activities, (G) access for canoeing, kayaking, or rafting and (H) travel by motorcycle, four-wheel drive, or all-terrain off road vehicles.

Key Consideration:
An important concern is that this project will enhance the quality and quantity of recreational trail opportunities available in the community or region.

Points

15 Project will provide and/or improve four or more types of trail uses.

10 Project will provide and/or improve three types of trail uses.

8    Project will provide and/or improve two types of trail uses.

4    Project will provide and/or improve one type of trail use.
3. SPECIAL POPULATIONS

Describe the degree to which project provides and/or improves trail opportunities by persons with disabilities, older citizens, economically disadvantaged and other special populations or groups.

Key Consideration:  Whether this project will expand recreation opportunities for special populations.

Points

10  Project will provide and/or improve trail opportunities for two or more special populations.                           

5    Project will provide and/or improve trail opportunities for one special population group.
0 Project does not address the needs of special populations.

4. PLANNING

Describe the degree to which project meets a goal and/or implements a strategy of a local or regional plan.

Key Consideration:  The degree to which the project is clearly identifiable as a priority for action, ties in with specific issues, goals, objectives, priorities and implementation strategies, and/or complies with identified needs of the area.

Points

5   Project is identified or referenced as a specific goal and/or strategy of a local or regional plan.
0   Project is not identified as a specific goal and/or strategy of a local or regional plan.
5. CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Describe the degree of citizen involvement in proposal conception and implementation.

Key Consideration:  The major concern is that project is responding to citizen-identified needs.  The priority of project to residents is evidenced by citizen support for the idea.

a) Project idea originated with trail users or a community group which has substantial knowledge of the area and its residents; and
b) The private sector has participated in development of the proposal idea and has made commitments of labor, money or materials to support proposal implementation.

c) Describe new partnerships developed in response to the project.

Points

15
Project originated with citizens or community organizations in the area to be served.  Citizens or community groups participated extensively in project development, and the private sector will provide substantial financial or in-kind assistance in project implementation.
10
Project originated in the public sector, not with citizens or community groups, but is responsive to recreational trail needs of the area.  There is evidence that citizen or community groups have participated in project development.  Actual commitments of some amount of labor, money, or materials have been made by one or more private groups to aide in project implementation.
5
Project idea did not originate with citizens or community groups, but is responsive to expressed needs of community residents.  There was minimal or no citizen participation in project development and no private commitments have been made toward project implementation.

1
Project idea is responsive to expressed community needs, but no other citizen or private involvement is known.
0
Project is not responsive to recreational trail needs in the area.

6. LINKAGE TO OTHER TRAILS

Describe the degree to which project ties into other trails, greenways or scenic corridors, and/or natural, cultural, historical, and recreation areas.

Key Consideration:  The major concern is that the project will enhance the provision of trail opportunities with immediate impacts on the quality, quantity, or variety of recreational opportunities and experience provided in the area.

a) Project ties into other trails.

b) Project ties into a greenway or a scenic corridor

c) Project links a designated natural, cultural, historic or recreation areas.


Points

15  Project will meet three of the above criteria.
10   Project will meet two of the above criteria.
5     Project will meet one of the above criteria.
0 Project does not meet any of the above criteria.

7. DONATION AND/OR FORCE ACCOUNT

Describe the degree to which donations and/or force account will be used to accomplish the project.

Key Consideration:
The major concern is that the project will facilitate community involvement in the development of trail opportunities with donations of cash, labor, equipment and materials.

Points

15    Project will be accomplished solely by donations.

10    Project will be accomplished by force account (general fund, labor, equipment, materials) and

       some work completed by donations.

5     Project will be accomplished solely with force account (gen. fund, labor, equipment, materials)
8. TRAIL AND RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION

Describe the degree to which the project plans to include or has already in place signs, maps, brochures, audio or video aids, and other media to educate trail users on trail rules, courtesy to other trail users, and/or the protection and interpretation of the natural and cultural resources within the trail corridor. 
Key Consideration:  The most important concern is that trail users are made aware of the proper uses and conduct while on the trail, and given the opportunity to learn about any natural and/or cultural resources along the trail.

Points

10 Project includes signs and printed materials on trail rules, user courtesy, and natural resource interpretation.


8     Project includes signs and printed materials on trail rules and user courtesy.



8    Project includes signs on trail rules, user courtesy, and natural resource interpretation.


4    Project includes signs posting trail rules and user courtesy, including web site information.

4 Project includes signs on natural resource interpretation.

0 Project does not include trail stewardship or natural resource information.

9. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Provide any information that the project selection criteria that does not address which reflects the project’s value or need.  No additional points will be awarded for a response, although the Kentucky Trails Advisory Board will take this information into account when funding recommendations are made.  If previously funded project, give year completed and project accomplishments.
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